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~"Central Intelligence Agency’ Direc
2 tor Stansfield Turner has begun a ma- ~
“jor- purge ‘of the agency’s clandestine
" sewice-—the operations section.:v. ;-
4+ He has hotified CIA employees that" e
198 members of the clandestine serve -
”.1ce were -given notice on Nov. 1° that : §
* their "jobs . would be terminated on -  §
s March 31 next year. He has also notl- - %
- ﬂed employees that on June 1 of next . :
i“year jobs of an additional 700 clandes-. -
v:tine operators will be’ termlnated ef-*
fectwe on Dec, 31, 1979 it
. These terminations' wm cut deeply S
‘ into the top ranks of the clandestine.
+ division and will' include an undis- ¢ &
#closed number ~of . station - chiefs
»7around ‘the world. Many, of {he dis- .7
¥imissed employees will be officials who -
i¥are alumni of the old Office of Stra- -
w{‘tﬂgxc Services, which was formed in @ Ei
iiworld War II under Gen. William .~

agency that technohgy is a 'actor. In
- yecent years, the CIA has relied in:
" creasingly -on technical devices for!
" ‘the collection of information, includ:!
. ing satellites and electronic intercepts.
© . The role of the “human” colledms
" of mformation—populmly known - as
i “spies”—ha9 diminished. . . ..
;- Jt is' these “spies” who would tmJ
;-‘the target of the Turner personne\*
: ‘cuts—“human” collectors made obso
lete by technology. . k
::” The clandestine employees selecfed.
. for termination ~were reportediy;
‘chosen on the basis of a point system
that rates their efficiency and value. |
They were to be chosen, employecs.
. were told, from the lowest 5 per cent
- of each grade. But one Source said.]
that many of the people dismissed bv
urner came from the top 5 per cenL
‘of the agency’s employees. .
: :""t -Morale has suffﬁreg athhf:dq;l;r} p
. -5 ters in- McLean. Althoug e S s
STANSWELD TU"NEB .198 1o be dismissed have been noti-:

. zSDonovan and was the predecessor of - “
( Py ‘the present CIA, = ik ,.-..top ranks tobe aﬂeeted ‘fied, the next %700 have not. They-
£% .The clandestine 'sérvice is Tun by""' ‘ ot 4 are ‘waiting for the shoe to drep.
o L. Also, some disgruntled employeegs

.,the agency’s deputy director for oper- - ;
"ratxons. william W. Wells. Its principal. | ’3 “The cutbacks announced In letters. ~'wonder whether economy and tech-| T

iunction is the collection of.intelli- ' 46 the 108 individuals affected and not . nology "are the only factors’ in’
.-i-gence information, 1t consists of 4,000 .. formally rationalized, reportedly are o “Turner's decision. They think the
*CIA officers and 4000 support per-' being made for reasons of “economy.” ¥ “fJormer admiral may intend to brind' .,
Msonnel. St el -} But there is also a beliet wnhln the ’ln' more people of his own, .- ;.58
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